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K.   PLANNING FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE

The hazardous-waste coordinator should have an emergency response
plan that anticipates possible emergency situations, such as a leaking
drum in storage or in transport, a flash fire, or a splash of chemical on
a person. Appropriate protective clothing, footgear, face protection,
respiratory protection, and absorbent material for liquids should be
readily available. Personnel should be trained to deal with the most
probable incidents. Among the techniques likely to be needed are the
plugging of pinhole leaks in large containers, cleanup of spills, and
transfer of liquids from one container to another.

Incidents involving chemicals during and after shipment can pose
problems if persons knowledgeable in safe responses to the incident are
not readily available. It is essential that vehicle drivers and disposal-
facility operators be informed on the hazards of the waste and that
appropriate emergency response instructions be available.

Equipment and materials for dealing with some emergencies are com-
mercially available. Information on unfamiliar chemicals can often be
obtained by calling the CHEMTREC* hot line (1-800-424-9300). This
information service, which is open 24 hours a day, can usually put the
caller in contact with a manufacturer of the chemical for information.
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